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6. Challenges
Challenges facing religious thought from areas such as science, secularisation, migration
and multi-cultural societies and changing gender roles
Topic Content Key Knowledge
Post- Holocaust | the responses of theologians
theology and thinkers to the Holocaust,
including:
) the Refutation or ‘Death’ | G-d and the death camps
of G-d (Richard ) doubt of G-d
Rubenstein) . G-d as the Ultimate Nothing/Nothingness
and G-d
o the 614" Commandment | o religious duty
(Emile Fackenheim) » Jews forbidden to hand Hitler a
posthumous victory
o Churban (lgnaz . role of Hitler
Maybaum) ° Holocaust and Sacrifice
. G-d’s providential plan
. remnant
o Hidden G-d (Hester . free will
Panim) (Eliezer Berkovitz) | Hidden G-d (Hester Panim)
° Holocaust as a human and historical event
° ‘Job’ and the modern Jew
Learners should have the opportunity to discuss issues related to challenge that the
Holocaust has posed to Judaism, including:
. a comparison of the ways in which the listed scholars addressed the issues raised by
the Holocaust
. the challenges posed by the Holocaust for the traditional view of the G-d of classical
theism
o the philosophical and ethical consequences of the Holocaust for understanding the
role of G-d and man in the world
° the physical consequences on world Jewry of the Holocaust and the increase of
anti-Semitism post-Holocaust
o Orthodox and Progressive responses to the Holocaust
Contextual references
For reference, the ideas of Rubenstein, Fackenheim, MAybaum and Berkovitz listed above
can be found in:
. Rubenstein, R. After Auschwitz: History, Theology, and Contemporary Judaism
. Fackenheim, E. The Jewish return into history
. Maybaum, |. The Face of God after Auschwitz
e Berkovitz, E. Faith after the Holocaust
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{(Adblf Hitler, Mein Kamp, in UH, p. 30)

he sudden light — a kike!
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=r Hitler the Jew cou d never hecome a German because he was racidly and religiously distinct. “he difference betw

Jews and GenTans was so vast as to rmake them inherently aliens, Jews, he asserted, w=re:

Fgure 42 Anti-semitic cartoon from a German schoolbook, Copyright Imperial War Museum, Lendon.

Ccmparing Jews with vermin, he wrote
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