Welcome to A Level Politics! 
 
We are delighted that you have chosen to take A Level Politics and that you have this unique opportunity to set the foundations of your political knowledge before you begin life in sixth form. 
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What should you expect? 
 
A lot of debate! Politics is a discursive subject. We consider really thorny issues and quite complex ideas. Debate encourages u to engage critically with our subject matter and, crucially, to see things from multiple perspectives.
 
It is also a highly emotive subject. However objective we may consider ourselves to be, we cannot escape from the fact that we bring our own ideas, worldviews, values to every lesson. We are human and we are subjective. We are also not always fully aware of the ideas that we have formulated ourselves or those which we have received from our upbringing, our social class, our schooling and the media with which we engage. Studying politics encourages you to be more aware of the influencers of your own political ideas and those of others. 
 
Embark on the course with an open mind. Be questioning and be critical of your own ideas and of others. Listen to others. Really listen. Try to understand where they are coming from and the principles that underpin their ideas. And, above all, enjoy learning about the world we live in today, understanding the power relationships that exists between the individual and the state and getting closer to the crux of human nature. 
 
Who will be teaching you?
 
Across the course, you will be taught by Ms Webb, Dr Furniss and Ms Hunn. 

What does the course look like? 

	Year 1
	Politics of the UK and ideologies
	Government of the UK and ideologies

	Autumn Term
	Democracy 
Conservatism
Socialism
	Liberalism
The UK Constitution
Parliament

	Spring Term
	Political Parties 
Voting behaviour
	The Prime Minister and the Executive
Relationship between branches 

	Summer Term
	Electoral systems 
	Nationalism

	Year 2 
	
	

	Autumn Term
	US Constitution, Congress & Presidency
	Electoral systems, campaign finance, Political Parties

	Spring Term
	Supreme Court and Civil Rights
	Interest Groups and Comparative Theories

	Summer Term
	Revision and Exams
	Revision and Exams 


 
 
Summer Work - Follow Current Affairs!  
You have one task over the summer – follow what is going on in the news relating to UK and US politics and be ready to talk about it!
Below is a media guide (you may well find other resources) to help you start to follow politics on a daily basis. If you get into this habit, it makes a HUGE difference to studying Politics A Level! And you will enjoy it and have so much to talk and think about. It really is crucial to success in the subject. So, try lots of these out and find what you like. 
As the summer progresses, make a document with summaries and links for 3 news stories that you found interesting. Read / listen about the stories from different sources and see how the coverage differs. We will discuss these during the first week back in September.

Year 12 Video and Podcast Resources
	



Print / online media - You should read a selection of newspapers – remembering the political bias and trying to read papers both of your own political persuasion and those that you might disagree with. All of these are available in print or via their websites.

Times, Telegraph, Guardian, Independent, The Economist, The Week (several of these require subscriptions and you can gain access by asking the library)

TIP: Many of these publications provide bitesize, politics focused newsletters that you can sign up for. For instance, The Times Red Box - https://www.thetimes.co.uk/topic/red-box?page=1 These can be a great way to keep on top of the news.

TV:
BBC One (timings may be wrong)
Question Time Thursdays 22.35pm
This Week Thursdays 23.35
http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/this_week/7700556.stm
The Politics Show Every Day and Sundays 11.00
The week in parliament 23.00 Fridays

Radio:
Radio 4
The Today programme
Mon – Sat 6.30– 8.45
PM
17.00-18.00, Weekdays
17.00-17.30 Saturday
The Westminster Hour 
Sundays 22.00 – 23.00
The Week in Westminster 
Saturdays 11.00 – 11.30

Films / Documentaries

You absolutely do not need to try to watch all of these, but they are excellent and entertaining ways to learn about UK politics and prime ministers, in particular. Over the course of the two years, the more you can watch, the better.

Massolit – School has login and there are many useful courses and videos on there. For starters, ‘How Democratic is the UK’? Series - MASSOLIT - How Democratic is the UK?: What is Democracy? | Video lecture by Prof. Andrew Blick, King's College London

Overview

Andrew Marr’s History of Modern Britain – https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5QW5c2YfmZE 

Thatcher

Thatcher – A Very British Revolution - https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m0005brf/thatcher-a-very-british-revolution 

Blair and Brown

Blair & Brown: The New Labour Revolution https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/p09wg9cm/blair-brown-the-new-labour-revolution 

Rise and Fall of Tony Blair:
Part I https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vmoNO9Bi8-Q 
Part II https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b7GUO10dLaE

In Search of Tony Blair (Anthony Seldon documentary, best known Blair biographer):
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qHptAaACtD8

Labour – Cast into the Wilderness (old but good 4 part documentary on the troubles and failings of Labour in the 80s and early 90s)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oIgiV8yn3xU

Cameron and Coalition

BBC Documentary – The Cameron Years - https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m0008kk5/the-cameron-years-series-1-1-a-huge-fight-on-my-hands (not currently available on iplayer, use youtube below)
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dZ16fp2451w&t=18s 

Five Days that Changed Britain – The Creation of the Coalition Government
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DSvrSEaX01c

Boris

Channel 4 – The Rise and Fall of Boris Johnson:
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-rise-and-fall-of-boris-johnson 

BBC – The Rise of Boris:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EVq7ZGlvapM

OTHER

State of Chaos:
Terrific documentary on the Conservative government since before Brexit
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episodes/m001qgww/laura-kuenssberg-state-of-chaos 

Inside the Commons: 
4 part documentary about the House of Commons, available on vimeo, dailymotion

Liberals / Liberal Democrats Lecture by Vernon Bogdanor
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=44ir_D_hD-M

Podcasts

The News Agents
https://www.globalplayer.com/podcasts/42KuVj/ 
Guardian’s Politics Weekly
https://www.theguardian.com/politics/blog/audio/2009/feb/05/politics-weekly-protectionism
Radio 4 – The Week in Westminster
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qjfq/episodes/downloads
The A Level Politics Show:
https://tunein.com/podcasts/Podcasts/The-A-Level-Politics-Show-p1243794/
The Rest is Politics
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-rest-is-politics/id1611374685
The Rest is Politics – Leading
https://pod.link/1665265193
The News Agents USA
https://open.spotify.com/show/7BUOVxdCXnRJ1pc8O3kC70 
Lots more you can read about and consider here: 
https://www.theguardian.com/tv-and-radio/2018/jun/17/political-podcasts-10-of-the-best

Social Media
You will know better than me! But following ‘simple politics’ and ‘simple politics US’ on Instagram will help!
For deeper reading: 
A.C. Grayling Democracy and its Crisis 
Isabel Hardman Why we get the wrong politicians 
Peter Hennessy The Prime Minister: The Office and Its Holders Since 1945
Anthony Seldon The Impossible Office? The History of the British Prime Minister (Just focus on the last 30 years!)
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